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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PEPR, PORG, (NAM), AF, PK, YU 

SUB J : AFGHAN GOVT DENIES CONFLICT WITH PAKISTANI DELEGATION AT 
BELGRADE NONALIGNED CONFERENCE 

REF: KABUL 6649 

1 . REFLECTING CONTINUING AFGHAN SENSITIVITY OVER LETTING ANY 
CONFLICT WITH ISLAMABAD BECOME PUBLIC (AS DISCUSSED IN REFTEL), 

KABUL RADIO ON AUGUST 16 RAN AN INTERVIEW WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
HAFIZULLAH AMIN CONCERNING THE RECENT CONFERENCE OF NONALIGNED 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AT BELGRADE, IN WHICH AMIN DECLARED THAT 
"STATEMENTS REGARDING A VERBAL ENCOUNTER BETWEEN THE AFGHAN 
DELEGATION AND THE PAKISTANI DELEGATION AT THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 
ARE FALSE." AMIN EXPLAINED THAT HIS DELEGATION HAD, "WITHOUT MEN- 
TIONING ANY NAMES," SUBMITTED A PROPOSAL URGING "OBSERVERS WHICH WERE 
MEMBERS OF MILITARY POSTS TO MAKE CLEAR THEIR STANDS REGARDIKG THEIR 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF NON ALIGNMENT." 

2. COMMENT: WE FIND IT SOMEWHAT ENCOURAGING THAT THE AFGHAN 
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GOVT APPARENTLY STILL WANTS TO AVOID AN OPEN POLITICAL SQUABBLE 
WITH PAKISTAN. 
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